ADOPTED – AGENDA ITEM NO. 17

JUNE 23, 2026

Introduced by the Human Services Committee of the: 

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED INTERNATIONAL TRANSMISSION COMPANY POWER LINE ROUTE THROUGH BURCHFIELD COUNTY PARK AND RIVERBEND NATURAL AREA
RESOLUTION #26 – 324

WHEREAS, International Transmission Company (ITC) Transmission, a private utility company, is proposing a new high-voltage power line known as the “Oneida to Sabine Lake” project, which would run about 50 miles from Eaton County to Livingston County; and

WHEREAS, ITC states that this project is intended to improve electric reliability, prevent outages, and support the regional economy; and

WHEREAS, four of the seven proposed routes for this power line would pass directly through Burchfield County Park and Riverbend Natural Area, a publicly owned park in Ingham County that is protected for conservation, recreation, education, and public enjoyment; and

WHEREAS, Burchfield County Park and Riverbend Natural Area includes wetlands, wildlife habitat, river areas, trails, and other natural features that could be permanently damaged by the construction and long-term maintenance of a large power line corridor; and

WHEREAS, public parks like Burchfield and Riverbend Natural Area are paid for and protected by the public and are meant to be preserved for current and future generations; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County has encumbered the entire property through our grants received from the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to maintain Burchfield Park and Riverbend Natural Area for recreation purposes in perpetuity; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County has received 20 Department of Natural Resources (DNR) grants in the past 10 years (matched with the Trails and Parks Millage); and

WHEREAS, the future of Ingham County Parks Department ability to apply for and secure DNR grants from the Trust Fund, Land, and Water and Recreation Passport Grants program from the State of Michigan and Federal Government would all be jeopardized if the ITC line were to go through Burchfield Park and Riverbend Natural Area; and

WHEREAS, we have met with the DNR and they have confirmed it would indeed result in a conversion which would create a minus (negative) points on future grant applications which could make future grants non-competitive if the ITC line went through the park; and

WHEREAS, allowing a major transmission line to cut through Burchfield County Park and Riverbend Natural Area would conflict with the park’s purpose, reduce its environmental and recreational value, and could open the door to future infrastructure projects in protected parkland; and

WHEREAS, other routing options exist and should be carefully studied and prioritized to avoid public parks and protected natural areas while still meeting regional energy needs; and

WHEREAS, that the Ingham County Parks Commission passed a resolution opposing the proposed ITC powerline route through Burchfield Park and Riverbend Natural Area at their March 9th, 2026 meeting.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of County Commissioners formally opposes any proposed route for the ITC Oneida to Sabine Lake transmission line that passes through Burchfield County Park and Riverbend Natural Area.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Ingham County has encumbered the entire property through our grants received from the DNR to maintain Burchfield Park and Riverbend Natural Area for recreation purposes in perpetuity.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the future of Ingham County Parks Department to apply for and secure DNR grants from the Trust Fund, Land and Water, and Recreation Passport Grants program from the State of Michigan and Federal Government would all be jeopardized if the ITC line were to go through Burchfield Park and Riverbend Natural Area.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners urges ITC Transmission, and all relevant state and federal agencies to remove Burchfield County Park and Riverbend Natural Area from consideration and to pursue alternative routes that do not impact public parkland.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners supports responsible energy planning that protects electric reliability while also protecting local parks, natural resources, and community quality of life.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to ITC Transmission, the Michigan Public Service Commission, relevant state and federal elected officials, and other appropriate agencies for consideration during the project review process.
HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Cahill, Trubac, Morgan, Willis, Ruest

          Nays:  None   

Absent:  Tennis, Schafer     
 
Approved 06/15/26
